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September 22nd* , 19 66 
Dear Ronald, 

Well we* ve arrived in iflriglnnd, as planned, arid are preparing 
fir action. 

Excuse rry delay for not answering your great letter earlier. 

We f ve diecu3sea tne vocabulary and notes on Romanes with 
Jack Clarue, Orcey, Angelina Smith arid others in Dublin and 
will be making use of them os tirae goes on - for the 
Children* e word booics etc. . 

Incicently, tuexa are sou* wonderful educational opportunities 
ere with so mafiy children going to sohoul from the Croup ing 
sites that have bem provided. If only we had tne resources 
to produce some simple books for the children 9 o u&e. It takes 
me two bourse to make a book by bond nnd I can't supply 1,000 
children this way ! We have to have a Press. 

Vpnko wrote about two days ago to say that the big meeting 
in France has been postponed for eix months. The reaeon i3 that 
Ju«n Fernandez, secretary of the Gypsy Association ( nov. 
closely linked with VWiko* s CHO, which la going under another 
name) is negotiating with the Fren ch Government for a largo 
grant for social work. There is a good chance of than getting 
money that w aa previously earmarked for Algerian refugees, I 
understand. Recently, they have aeld a number of protest 
meetings calling for bet er condition for tne Manouches and 
tne Government would be annoyed if they now capped this with on 
internet i :nal effort. To me, judging cy expert en ce in Ireland, 
it sounds as if the Government may be keeping than quiet for 
their own reasons, but still we hove to wait and see. 

Any .v ay, we have hod to cancel all our arrangements for 
sending delegates from Ireland and the South of Shgland. The 
other night I got the Seven oak a Committee for Gypsy Re-Sett lenent , 
which include© Jaspar >r;ith and others, to agree, to sponsor one 
or two delegatee. They will now do this next spring. 

Peg.iwhile, they are going ahead in France with tne purchase of 
b large chateau 150 km from Paris. This is to be used as the 
heodqgar i er* of the international committee. In tue grounds 
t.jere is to be a small orome ruetpx work fact Jry and the pork 
will be used for big gatherings. They neve already assembled 
tuere and the police useu a spotter plane to keep watch on 
activities. 

Venn! and I are going over to Paris for three days just to 
attend the baptism of V*nko*s bnby eon, Monuel, of whom we are 
honour ary parents, eftll be able to go and see tne chateau. 



Things a quiet in Kent at the ro omen t but we expect the struggle 
for sites to start again a3 soon as the hpp season ends next 
month and people start locking for ./inter quarters. - ney are 
talking of taking over lioaey Common again and we' spotted 

0 promising piece of diauseu railway traok. V/e’re caaped on 
Lord 8t ©n ho p e* e land at the moment - he’s one oi the travel ^ero* 
arch-enemies around here, but he hasn’t noticed us yet. I’m 
even cutting w ;od from his trees for winter fuel. 

In the next couple of weeks* vis’ll oe moving up into London, 
leaving the trailer here as a Kent headquarters. There ia n 
chance of uo getting the job as caretakers of p large mansion 
belonging to the British Council of Churches. It has five 
bathrooms ! tfe* ve never had a bathroom for the pest five years. 
Nothing iG done at the place. The Council were left it in e will 
four years sgo ana don’t know what to do with it. 7 e hope to 
have meetings in the winter there whiie we cam ;ni £h to unite 
ail the travel eing oeople in the London r<sgion. 

*leo, I’ve beoi of - ered the possibility of a job as 

assistant secretary of the National Council for Civil Liberties. 

1 shall be doin<* work for th®i anyway. This will strengthen 

,ur position rerardin : the campaign. The tlCCL has already helped 
to win some important court cases for us, including that at 
Br iley when twenty families were propeouted .. ‘that being 
Gypsies, they camped at the roaa side .. which was won. 

This brings me on to 3sy tnat there are several important 
news stories awaiting publication once you start n Q Glas 
Romano". I will write up tne court cnee as it is « landmark. 
Also, we should have & report on Derby Anita’s funeral which 
I attended at Lingfield Chumn the other day. About .9 hundred 
of the Jmitiis were tcere. 1 promised kinty {Smith that a line 
would go into "I. a Voix* 

"That progress have you been able to make on tne paper ? I’m 
getting letters from travellers in all parts of Ireland and 
can keen up r* supply of copy covering the n * here, fe’ll also 
distribute as many copies as you con send us, soy 100 or 200 
hundred. Perhaps you’ll be able to start as a quarterly. 

La Voix\ s? I expect you knov/, has not appeared regularly 
for months© though-t here «as a special Belgium edition n few 
weeks ago. 

we are going to put on a film show of some slides made at 
Cherry Orchard and at the Romany Trust site in Herlxordshire 
(to show the difference - what cnri be done) so tnat we can st c rt 
a discussion at the Men bridge site where ttinty and Jasper live. 
The site is very bad and v/e want to nroase strong indignation 
among our own people eo that either they do something or they 
*:et the council to naxe improvements. There ig r possibility of 
prosecuting the council for neglecting the site. Could we have 
a lend of n copy of the film you made, at a later date ? n, hat 
mm is it ? How much would it cost to hire, coming from Canada ? 
n e could short it at other sites too. 



